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representation, reasoning, planfulness, and fairly good
mental control. The extreme slowness with which the
mental processes function is the most striking feature of
all his work. His inability to use language well, to ex-
press his own ideas in clear and forceful form, probably
is due to his inability to formulate his ideas quickly.
Perhaps if his answers had been written and he had been
able to revise them, taking as much time as he desired,
as in the case of the problems he solved overnight, he
might have been able to prove that he has good ability
in this direction too.

He was said to have walked and talked at a much
later age than other members of the family; develop-
mental history in other ways was entirely negative.
Not until a year previously was it known that the boy
had defective vision in one eye. As for his education,
he had been sent to the very best of private schools; he
had been tried three times in the public schools, but
was always unable to succeed there. The boy himself
said that he liked arithmetic pretty well, but could never
succeed in it, and that he "never was any good" in his-
tory or grammar.

No doubt this boy would be at great disadvantage
everywhere in the ordinary classroom when competing
with students who have no special disabilities. Defective
vision could hardly have been the important factor, for
such tests as the association and other language tests
would not have been affected thereby. If he required
much more time to perform mental operations than the
average child, of course he would naturally be regarded
as quite unable to do many things on which he failed,
not through lack of real capacity, but because of the
insufficient time allowed him.

Whether much might have been done to stimulate
this boy and train him so that he could think more quickly